
He has bem hars I8 ysnrs .  Thinks they 

catch t o o  many small f i s h .  They catch them 

wlth pound nst8 and ell n e t s  both. The 

m i n  trouble 

mesh in t he  pound nets. The sprinB fishing 

is they artl putting too small- 

wound is no ,pod In the f a l l .  You %&re I t  

th is  fall they w r i l l  put in and net and eat& 

perhaps 2 $OTIS, and perberps there will be 

800 or 1000 Tbs, of l i t t l e  whithffsh rsbaut 
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them. Ti a man co*lild put  them up in boxes 

as they  do smdines thsy mipat be good for 

80rnet~ng. Thare are lo t8  O f  them f i sh ing  

with 2 1/2 inch mesh. That i s  what we c a l l  

2 1/2 Inch mesh, but they use it 

m d  i t  w i l l  ho ld  a very small f i s h .  The 

law says 3 1/2 inch,  

the l a w ,  

cornerwise 

but t hey  do not go by 

Thoy f i s h  som3 for herring here In t h e  

fal1,but prstend t o  be fishing for herring 

mostly end not for wbdt,dYsh. Lots of' them 

a r e  lishing for whi tef i sh  when they claim 

they u2'8 fishing for herr ing,  and they get 

a Wod many smll whitefish In t h a t  way, 

and j u s t  destroy them. When they  bring me 

a lot of tho88 small whiteffsh I smoke 

them. I nonl8 sell them as mall as 1/2 lb. 

f + e b .  

the aaallest I would want rronrd be not 

f woulcr rathsr have 2 1/2 lb. and 



and th8 best to s e l l  ireah, and w'6 can s e l l  

them either Way, then,  

you cannot catch 1 now, and the f i sh  wwu 

a good deal biggar than now. X r e l t  the 

Qeereaae worst about 3 years ago. There 

seemed t o  be glantp of f i s h  bafare that .  

There are a good many more n e t s  BOW and 

smaller mesh. 

hchaa,  f o r  the pound nets, and there 4sMnld  

There is a l a w  oampelung them t o  f i s h  3 1/2 

inch mesh, but nearly svergone of tham ha8 

B iLner me~h thm that ,  and they l e t  them do 



7 it. Them m m  hers a?tm t a t c h  l i t t l e  fish 

abcrtlt 6 Inches long. They fetchrbd m8 18 @ 4f i r  

3 
Ilbs,one day ern4 i t  took 6 o? them t o  w e l e  

planting 8 patch ai potatoes and pulling 

them up j u s t  88 they. s t a r t  t o  grow.1 would 

l i k e  t o  see them stop catchtngthesa l i t t l e  

what fs ths  dfffersnce" If you allow the 

f i s h  to spawn, and just as qufck as they 

get big enough, 1st  them catch the l i t t l e  

ernes you spoil the whole thing- 

We cat8h l e t s  of  tmut hers In  the apstan- 

ing time, but: do not catch nany at other 
J d  
w 
e t lmas.  They do not catch 80 many this l a s t  



law f o r  saving t h e  f i s h ,  as th2y w i l l  not 

allow them t o  catch those l i t t l e  ones,and 

f believe t h a t  2s 8 good th ine ,  but hare 1 

they do jrist $8 thog m e  a mfnd to, 2nd 

break the lm artd warythinp: 3lse to catch 

thm. 

When I cam6 bare the:r were Eot using so 
f 
$, many pound zete as th9y arc  now. I used 

few porrnd nets  t h s n ,  but rtothing to w l m t  

there err? ROW. In pound n ? t s  then t h e y  used 

thq.7 aers not so numeyous then 2nd it; gave 

f i sh ,  md with these smell aest.1 n s t s  they 1. 
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ding Thunder Bay. You go 40 miles up 7 
t h i s  shore and there are EZ piZe af pound 

nets  scatterad &long. There 1s one men down 

Q 

hers has 7 nets within a m i l e ,  where 

there la a fseding ground,and it may bo a 

small feeding graund and the f ish w l l l  

rush for I t ,  and they W i l L - p u t  t h d r  nets 

all around that feeding ground. 

They gtntmallg calculate  t o  run t h e i r  

pound n e t s  oif the channel b?nk. They go in 

f m  20 to 60 feet o r  aatcr. Tfr~jy pa$ 2 

?I 

e+ 

pmnds fin one string here; they -11 sat 

one in 25 feet and onother in 4 0 ,  and per- 

hctps mother I n  60 feet,. and t h e  f i s h  carmot 

get p a a t ,  nrxd m a t  ,qo into one or the other. 

5% 1 

They have from 3 to 5 pOImd8 on R string 

sonet imss 
Q 

They put  the pound nets  in hem the 

f irat  o r  Sum, a d  sre just pullfnE than 
w 
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to g e t  a good many more in a couple of weeks, 

Ttle prlncipn,l Zlsh they take  fn tho pound 
7 
0% 
%* n e t s  now are  w ' h i t e f i s f i .  Yrom Sept-10 until 

about the m i d d l e  of a c t .  they w i l l  g e t  

nea r ly  all trout, unlsss they happen to be 

4u""* 

@- 
on whiterish grounds somewhere off in doop 

w R t e r ,  2nd then theg7 w i l l  get  some wbftefish 

mixed, After that  time t he  whitefish eome 

on again. They t a k e  herring in the pound 

n9ts wahsre thsy  have ti mash snsl l  enough. 
b - v y  

I CCR chow you 'now where these people  who 

f i s h  mixed r i g h t  in with ths big ORBS.  

They make n b u s i n s s s  of catchine herring, 

and t h e y  ec:.lt thsm mostly. These people here 
+g@d; ' 

generelly send them to Xackinaw C i t y ,  Trum- 

Thwj get a p x i  many wallayod p i k e  I n  
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fi, 
10 

You can s e t  a sn3zll nFsh nbd get  l o t s  of 

l f t t l s  ones, but, f would not heve then. 

Ve ge t  lots of yellow perch in t b e  pound 

nets, and t h e  biggest perch T ~ V W  S ~ W ,  

some of thm weighing 2 I b s .  I have 

bean all through ’yew Vork State and nemp 

saw any bfgger than t h y  are hare.  

Ones in a while WQ w i l l  g e t  stnrgeon, 

and sometimes grass pike m d  yel low p i k e  

and  n Pew black b s s s  here, 5;xt a very  fen. 

Do n o t  gc?t an:? bull-heads here now, but 

used t o  cat l o t s  of %em. T;hen I first 

erne h w d  I c o u l S  go out w i t h  a hook mtl 

l i n e  and cat  as many IS 1 could carry in a 

few hours. 

These m e  t f  good many sturceon below 

here,  but we m-9 not  ge t t i ng  as many as we 

d i d .  Ye would Get 4 OF 5 every time we 

l i f t e d  2 or 3 years ago, and ROW it is only 

once In 3 or 4 l i f t$  t ha t  we get tiny stur- 

goon 0 





.*: 
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Wa get 8 few long jaws. There is one 

place ever here where t hey  a r e  quite  

n w e r o u 8 .  Do not  get any ETme f ins ,  but 

there are l o t s  of then! up above here,about 

80 or 90 miles .  We G e t  a sood many menom- 

idee- whitefish here. \Be aye not  getting 

near as many of any kind as we used to, 

howemF, You could not eet r i d  of mmo- 

mimes G or 8 years ago there were so 

mmg of them, and now I can se l l  all I can 

get, and more. I hav2 had a man fishing 

hero for me and he put  out something l i k e  

ha l f  8 m i l e  of g i l lne t s  and did n o t  get  but 

about 30 o r  40 10s. 

There %re double the number of men 

fishing hora now than there  used to be, 

m d  they have more n e t s  according t o  the 

mon. These ere more people f i s h i n g  now 

than ever bofors. People Aid n o t  st3m t o  
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or S years ago; probably ft was because 
* 

t f m s s  weru batter and they covld do better 

at sorrrathing else, and f i sh  wtwe lower then. 

Could buy nlca trout for 2 and 2 l/2 c m t a  

a lb., and ROW f pay 5 e m t s  e Ib. 

They f i s h  the E l l l n a t s  offshore h-om 4 t o  
9 6  

P' 15 milas. They go over t o  Spoctacte Reef 

to  1-50 f*st of r a t e r .  I n  t h e i r  ~ l l l n e t s  

P' they get a l l  tront now, hut p t  whitefish 

When thQ whltafiah a m  On. They have r e p  
4 

/" alar menominee nata r ~ o h  thsy use far 

w++ eatchfng the nmcMliines8, aad the size of 

mmh w m l d  be 3 inches.  The siee of mesh 

,w for the trout wet136 be 4 1/2 t o  5 fnches. 

For traut they sametimes use 5 1/2 Inch 



mesh 8 Whitsffsh Fie s m l . s l l  as 1 1/2 lb, w l l l  ' 0  

- --- ---- 
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good many people  spaarinE II? the  n l n t s r  

and t h e y  ge t  mough to kanp t h e  town w i t h  

eating. 3ut they cznnot h a m  er,ythina in 

the winter  beetiuse they  are e l l  f i s h  t55t 

have grown up. 

They do no% ns6 sny fyke ;nets about '$.are 

except in the  rivers %hqy use tfim 
W W '  

CI 

been any hull-heqds t h i s  l a s t  3 or 4 y e a r s .  

There hss been none since the drsdcd can?% 

here to dreUce the rlwr out  der3;or. The 

sumetfmss. They haaa never used m y  



18 

quite a good deal sit3 the hook and l i n e  

and F;et bass, pickere l  and p i k e ,  j u t  s imply  

for sport, no commercial fishing with hook 

an3 l i n e r ,  

The average s ize  of t h e  whitefish when 

I s t a r t e d .  in  would be from 3 to 8 15s. ?:ow 

it  is  only once in a while t ha t  you will ze t  

one weffhine 7 OF 8 Ib8. and t hey  go down 

to Rhaut 2 lhe. They  w i l l  not &era@ 

over 2 1/2 113s. 

t h e y  would averarre at least 4 l b s .  

men I first came here 

Have no trciabla here from t h e  m i l l s ,  only 

just in the river the sawdust bothers some. 

Abaut 5 or 7 years aco the  river used to be 

hill of ?5Rwdu8t, hut t h e y  8Zoppe.J. it. One 

thintl; that is k i l l i q  some of' these fish 

is t h e  tannery about 2 miles up the river, 

and th82*€3 i8 l o t 8  Of l i q U i &  t h a t  they let 

run into themher ,  The l a w  3.oes not 

oblies them t o  burn the ir  sawdust arwf ref- 

uee here, but they burn a good deal of it, 
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